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Objectives

ÂWhy should we be concerned about 
substance use among youth involved with 
child welfare?

ÂOverview of the Maltreatment and 
Adolescent Pathways (MAP) project

ÂPreliminary look at the relationship between 
child maltreatment, psychological symptoms 
and substance use (Time 1 and Time 2)

ÂWhere do we go from here?



Why Be Concerned? 

ÂYouth involved with child welfare are at high 
risk of substance use and abuse

ÂHigh rates of parental substance abuse 

ÂBiological and social learning influences

ÂMultiple risk factors

ÂLack of bonding to parents, community, school

ÂMultiple transitions

ÂSignificant maltreatment histories



Why Be Concerned?

ÂHigh rates of mental health issues
ÂDepression

ÂAnxiety

ÂConduct problems

ÂLack of service integration
ÂPoor training in substance abuse treatment and 

lack of resources for child welfare workers

ÂMultiple discontinuities in care ςyet another 
system to navigate



The Maltreatment and 
Adolescent Pathways 
(MAP) Longitudinal 

Project


